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* SCBONNE	 Source in touch mith Lianir Abu Fadil.

1. On approximately 14 !larch 1949 Israeli troops attaeLc.d three small villages.
occupied, by Arab troops of thc; Grand UUSti, Bajj Amin Illsayni, in the
immediato vicinity of Bethlehem and Jerusalem, and advanced to mithin
thrso idloneters of Bethlehem.

2. On 15 Uarch the Ubfti s secret radio reported that 3,000 Israeli troops,
aupportad by sneered vohieles,, mere concentrati, at Artuf and Deiraban,' and
that an attack in etronelt T.= expected before 24 Umroh. Such an attack,
if successful, mould open the road to Bethlehem to the Israelis.

3. tocal cocr-rirelPrs of thc BUfti l s troops sent urgent appeals for help to Lius-tr
Abu Fadil, coneander of the BMA :. tø forces. Abu Fadil, rho vas n Cairo
seekine help, stated that the Erzatian Amy had refused to aid in any way,
and he believed that the Ecyptians would be pleased if the Arabs yore driven
out of tho area in question, as in this event the sector of Israeli oantrol
mould be driven into the hear:: of the area mbith Nine cAbchiLlah of Trans-
jOrdes mould like to annex. As zam Pasha, Secretary Gemara of tho Arab
'maw, also refused to help the Difti's troops. On 15 Uarch Abu Fedil triad
to approach the British through an intermediary in an attappt to secure aid,
and he sae considerine asking the Arab Legion for ammunition, since his men
are wen weed but are short of ammueition.
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